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In 1908 Rugby League was formed from 
Rugby Union 

to allow players to be paid
1995 saw Rugby Union go professional so 

elite players are paid

In between there were those stars who enjoyed 
the best of 

the two rugbies
A tribute to the 50 odd players who represented with 
the Wallabies then switched to league 1948 to 1995
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Some became legends

99 Kevin RYAN

84 Dick THORNETT

64 Ken KEARNEY

60 Michael O’CONNOR

55 Ray PRICE

40 Ken THORNETT

33 Chris MCKIVAT

6 Wally LEWIS

4 Dally MESSENGER

From Top 100 RL players of the 1900s book by Daily 
Telegraph 
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Dual Internationals

* toured with Kangaroos/Wallabies but did not play a test

86Michael Cleary

50Ricky Stuart*257Ken Kearney

10Scott Gourlay*228Ray Price

72Dally Messenger29Geoff Richardson

22Robert Honan910Arthur Summons

??4Chris McKivat1111Dick Thornett 

25Kevin Ryan312John Brass 

95Rex Mossop1713Michael O'Connor

06Stephen Knight*321Phil Hawthorn 
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The sacrifice for some was huge
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The early ones went to England

Arthur Summons1959

Kevin Ryan1959
Don Lowth1959

Neville Emery1952

Rex Mossop1951

Bevan Wilson1950
Trevor Allan1949

Bob McMaster1948

Ken Kearney1948
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The backs became more popular

Phil Smith1969

Alan Cardy1969

George Ruebner1967

Phil Hawthorn 1967

David Grimmond1967

Robert Honan1965

Dick Thornett 1963

Peter Jones1963

Jim Lisle1962

Michael Cleary1962

Ed Purkiss1960

Peter Dunn1960
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The schoolboy tourists came from..
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210 of 613 tourists 
between 1974 and 
1994 came from 
10 schools
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The schoolboys and sons switched

Steve Lidbury1989
Andrew Leeds1989
Michael Cook1989
Ricky Stuart1988
Brett Papworth1988
James Grant1988
Scott Gourlay1988
Darren Junee1987
Chris Roche1984
Michael O'Connor1982
Mitchell Cox1982
Tony D'Arcy1981
Tony Melrose1980
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The final ones went

Anthony Herbert1995

Peter Jorgensen 1995

Garrick Morgan1994

Matt Burke1992

Brian Smith1990

Brad Burke1990
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The Wallabies were effected…

Ken Wright1979Geoff Richardson1974

John Ryan1977Russell Fairfax1974

Jim Hindmarsh1977John Cole1974

Ray Price1976Stephen Knight1972

John Berne1976Norman Reilly1970

Peter Sullivan1975Peter Moore1970

David Burnett1975John Brass 1970

Owen Stephens1974John Ballesty1970
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The players called the tune…
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And so to the future…

Who goes 

where?

Or can you 

play both?

Will the Wallabies 
stay on top without 
more league 
players?


