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INTRODUCTION

I am not a historian, not an academic, but a pharmacist who has worked in public relations, sports journalism and broadcasting, and above all a sports fan, especially Rugby Union (union).

I was always disappointed in my younger days when players (Australian National RU team) switched to the professional game of Rugby League. When union became a professional game in 1995 all that changed, and RL players began switching to RU.

I felt it would be “fun” to see how many had switched in my lifetime, or since WW2.

I began researching players with the aid of the only available reference (1). 

This lead to a tabulation of 57 players who had represented Australia in the Wallaby colours and included date of birth; when they switched; tests played in each game; club from and to; position played; and whether they came from the ranks of “schoolboy Internationals”.

This provides an intriguing profile. 

The average union international to switch to league was aged 22.7 at time of switch, had played 6 tests with the Wallabies, attended a private school in Sydney where he played for Randwick and switched to Eastern Suburbs. He played in the centres, was born in 1948 and failed in league.

Good stuff but I am not sure for whom? 
BACKGROUND

Australia is the leader in the “two rugbies” - union and league - in the year 2001.

The “two rugbies”- where have they been? What influences have they had on each other? And what does the future hold for two rugbies on the world stage?

What factors in the development of the two games in Australia, have lead them to the position they now hold in the National sporting mix, and where does this position them for the future given the changing world they find themselves in? 

Much of this is beyond the scope of this paper, but I hope to be able to spend more time on the subject as my future as a sports historian blossoms. This paper will look at the relationship between the two codes of rugby since World War Two. It will then trace the movement of elite players from the amateur union to the professional league code – until 1995, when all that changed.

In that year (1995) the union game became professional and the answer to the question “What is the difference between the two rugbies?” was no longer – 

“one is professional and the other amateur” but “well there are differences in the rules and one has 13 players and the other 15.

To the uninitiated this means nothing. There are southern State people in Australia watching either code on the TV and not realising there is a difference.

So what is the real difference as an eye is cast over the history?

The answer is simple – it is class! They are two different cultures. 

In my view there will always be two rugbies for the reason of class. 

100 years seems to be enough time for a game to be so firmly rooted into the culture of community to ensure its future. Just where it will be positioned on the State, National or International stage is another story and one that may be left to the futurologists. I will have a stab at the conclusion of this paper.

THE BEGINNING

Rugby union had its origin in the private English school of Rugby. It spread to the colonies. In Australia, the first recorded football club to appear was the Sydney Football Club, which was founded in June 1865 by members of the Albert Cricket Club (1). In 1908, and following similar action in England 12 years earlier, the “workers” in the team decided they would not keep playing for nothing, especially when an injury could force them off work, and then “no pay”.

So rugby league was born in Australia, to join the same movement in the north of England. (2)

There were now two rugbies, at least in the State of NSW, and soon to Brisbane.

The history of the split from the viewpoint of both camps has been well documented.

It was in 1947/48 that the first Wallaby tour to Britain created the opportunity for three key players to see the opportunity of being paid to play by the English league clubs in the north. Still torn after the war years, and looking for a new opportunity, Brian Bevan, Ken Kearney and Bob McMaster defected to the professional game at the conclusion of the tour.

These three were the first of 57 players who played in the Wallaby jersey, to switch codes, from amateur to professional between 1945 and 1995. 

These switches from the amateur union game shattered dreams, destroyed families, tore apart mates, and created glory for some, who went to the professional league game. (3)

This was 1948, and soon after two players, Trevor Allan and Rex Mossop switched codes for the money, as did most. Allan was the first of two Wallaby captains to switch.

So by the end of the 1950s, the union game had lost 9 players only to the league game. Included amongst them were Kevin Ryan and Arthur Summons, each to play a role in the St George dominance of rugby league in the 1960s. (4)

Poker machines in NSW league clubs provided newfound wealth and talent scouts were soon canvassing the training fields of the amateur game for potential professionals.

The search was not in vain and the 1960s saw 12 players make the switch to league. Notable amongst those were Michael Cleary, the Commonwealth Games sprint champion; Dick Thornett, who followed brother Ken into the “legend” status of league players (5); and Phil Hawthorn, who’s pairing with Ken Catchpole had taken him to world class status in the amateur game. 

THE ‘WOEFUL WALLABIES” ERA 

A change in the laws of rugby league in 1967 made the game much faster and more attractive to backline players.  Prior to this, eight of the 16 players to switch codes post WW2 had been forwards. 

This changed with the change in the laws which made the “play the ball” limited to five times before a turnover to the non-attacking team. Backs became an attractive buy and the Wallabies suffered – badly as shown in the following chart.
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Alan Cardy and Phil Smith, in 1969, were the first of 11 players to sign in the five years between 1969 and 1974. This decimated the Wallaby backline pairings and contributed to the poor showing of the Wallabies in the late sixties and early 1970s. John Ballesty, John Brass, Stephen Knight, John Cole and Russell Fairfax, were among the names to switch. 

It was the worst period for union in the period under review.
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The Wallabies had lost four centres, three wingers, three five eights and a full back in the space of just five years, in the most damaging raid on the amateur ranks in the 50 year period under review. 

The Australian Rugby Union conducted its own inquiry into the Wallaby poor performance in this time, but the report failed to acknowledge that part of the blame could be attributed to the league invasion. 

The Wallabies were running at one win in every four tests in the ten years from 1965 to 1974. (6) This earned them in 1973 the tag the “woeful Wallabies” by the media. (7)
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RUGBY LEAGUE PROSPERS

The 1970s saw a stabilisation of rugby league. A healthy club competition was established in Sydney and Brisbane, as well as country areas. 

In addition there was success on the “international” stage. The dominance of the code in the NSW and Queensland meant that it attracted a large player base from which to select a touring “Australian” team, known as the Kangaroos. From 1965 to 1975 the Kangaroos played against either Great Britain/France or New Zealand a total of 30 times, and won 19 of them. (8)

This success of rugby league was aided by the addition from union ranks of Ray Price, Tony Melrose and Michael O’Connor amongst others in the following 22 years. Scott Gourlay was the first of six sons of former league players to make, what for them was a predictable change, from union to league. The others were Darren Junee, Brad Burke, Matthew Burke, Peter Jorgenson and Garrick Morgan. This contributed to the higher number of switches in the period from 1987 to 1995.

LEAGUE MOVES INTO A NEW DIRECTION

In the 1980s the direction for rugby league turned, and by then start of the 1990s it began, in my opinion, to lose its way. Rugby union on the other hand was on a roll, switches to league came down, and the Wallabies against formidable opposition in the Northern Hemisphere won the World Cup in 1991. 

The league administrators tried to enhance the “image” of the game with “glitzy” commercials, Tina Turner appearances at Grand Final day, and an alliance with the Channel Nine television network. Along with this came an expanded competition with teams outside of Sydney being admitted to the competition. Brisbane, Canberra and Newcastle were the first to join. 

THE CULTURES CRY OUT

This meant the demise of the club competition in Sydney. It started a call for “help” from disenfranchised fans, who had started to see significant movement of players from one club to another, now fearing the loss of clubs as well. (9)

The heartland of rugby league was in the working class suburbs, but these were now being relocated further west into the "fibros". The cry went up that first “they are taking away our players, and now it may be the club”. 

The men at the top in Phillip Street Sydney (league headquarters) had visions of a mighty “national” game going further on the international stage. In the early 1990s teams were brought in from Perth, Adelaide, Melbourne, South Brisbane, North Queensland and Auckland. 

How to fit so many new teams in to a team competition which had already grown to 16 clubs. The vision embraced a 20-team competition.

Foolish! Stupid! What about the “fibros”? - The heart and soul of the game for the working classes. (10)

THE RUGBIES TWO WARS OF 1995

Alas the bubble burst, and in the drive for international recognition, the game left itself and its players open to attack from a hungry media mogul in News Limited.

The Super League “war” of 1995 commenced. (11)

At the same time, and after five years of lead up work, the Australian Rugby Union continued its moves at the International Rugby Board level to have the bastions of conservatism with rugby around the world move to a professional era. The ARU got wind of the moves into the top league players to establish an elite club competition worldwide with big money on offer. The fear went up that this would attract top union players as well lured by the big dollars.

Quickly a plan was put in place to counter the moves of April 1, 1995 by the “Super League” strategy team, as the rugby pundits could see there players on the hit list.

So, out of a reaction to “super league” was spawned the Super 12 competition and the annual tri nations series between South Africa, New Zealand and Australia.

This had to be funded, and News Limited was the prime target.

In a scoop for the amateur rugby, News Limited was onside, and by August 1995, and immediately following the Rugby World Cup in South Africa, rugby union went professional. (12)

THE REAL WAR OF TWO RUGBIES

The real war had started. Players could be paid to play either of the two rugbies.

So in 2001 we see:

A rugby league torn between the fans, their culture and the media inspired dollar trying to push a National competition

A rugby union going to newfound strengths by the clever use of media money, sponsors dollars and a traditional club competition

A media seeking good product and prepared to pay big dollars for coverage

Rugby union being able to offer players top money to play in an elite international competition

Rugby league struggling to pay the player payments that soared as a result of the “super league” war

A public becoming bemused by the interplay between the two rugbies.
WHAT WILL BE THE OUTCOME?

It is hoped rugby league goes back to its traditional roots in the suburbs, and run a successful locally based competition. It will never be an International game, let alone a National game, and there is a risk of losing the lot unless a “claw-back” is possible.

Rugby union must be prepared to steadily grow on the solid base, and not lose touch with its roots at the traditional club level. A million dollars annually on junior development will be worth more over the next five years than two top rugby league players for the Wallabies and Super 12 (soon to become 14).
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Trevor Allen at the Gordon Club in Sydney, 2001 for an interview with Rollo for “Two rugbies”
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A to Z

								Data base of RU players switched to RL

		Year a Wallaby		Year to switch				Union Club from		League Club to		Position played  Back		Forward		Dual I'National		Schoolboy International

		1947-49		1949		Trevor Allen		Gordon		Leigh (UK)		Centre

		1967-69		1970		John Ballesty		Eastwood		Easts		Fly Half

		1975-76		1976		John Berne		Randwick		South Sydney		Centre

		1965-69		1970		John Brass		Randwick		Easts		Centre				1

		1988		1990		Brad Burke		Randwick		Easts		Half Back

		1984-87		1992		Matt Burke		Easts		Balmain		Centre

		1973-74		1975		David Burnett		Gordon		Manly		Centre

		1960-61		1962		Michael Cleary		Randwick		South Sydney		Wing				1

		1966-68		1969		Alan Cardy		Drummoyne		Easts		Wing

		1968-74		1974		John Cole		Randwick		Easts		Centre

		1986-88		1989		Michael Cook		Uni (Qld)		???		Centre						1

		1981-82		1982		Mitchell Cox		Manly		North Sydney		Fly Half

		1980-81		1981		Tony D'Arcy		Brothers(Qld)		Penrith				Prop				1

		1958-59		1960		Peter Dunn		Manly		???				Prop

		1947-49		1952		Neville Emery		Sydney Uni		Whitehaven (UK)		Fly Half

		1971-74		1974		Russell Fairfax		Randwick		Easts		Full Back				1		1

		1988		1988		Scott Gourlay		Eastwood		St George				Sec Row

		1988		1988		James Grant		Orange (NSW)		Balmain		Centre

		1964		1967		David Grimmond		Queanbeyan		???		Wing

		1964-67		1967		Phil Hawthorn		Randwick		St George		Fly Half				1

		1990-91		1992		Anthony Herbert		Brothers(Qld)				Centre						1

		1976-77		1977		Jim Hindmarsh		Easts		Penrith		Centre

		1964		1965		Robert Honan		Brothers(Qld)		South Sydney		Centre				1

		1963		1963		Peter Jones		Randwick		Balmain		Centre

		1994		1995		Peter Jorgensen		Randwick		Easts		Wing

		1987		1987		Darren Junee		Eastwood		Easts		Wing						1

		1947-48		1948		Ken Kearney		Parramatta		Leeds (UK)				Hooker		1

		1969-71		1972		Stephen Knight		Manly		???		Centre				1

		1986-88		1989		Andrew Leeds		Parramatta		Wests		Full Back

		1987-88		1989		Steve Lidbury		Warringah		Manly				Sec Row

		1961		1962		Jim Lisle		Drummoyne		South Sydney		Centre

		1958		1959		Don Lowth		GPS (Qld)		North Sydney				Breakaway

		1946-48		1948		Bob McMaster		Brothers(Qld)		Leeds (UK)				Prop

		1978-79		1980		Tony Melrose		Parramatta		Parramatta		Fly Half				1		1

		1969		1970		Peter Moore		Souths (Qld)		???		Wing

		1992-93		1994		Garrick Morgan		Souths (Qld)		Sth Qld Crushers				Sec Row				1

		1949-51		1951		Rex Mossop		Manly		Manly				Prop		1

		1980-82		1982		Michael O'Connor		Teachers (Qld)		Manly		Wing				1		1

		1985-87		1988		Brett Papworth		Eastwood		Easts		Fly Half						1

		1957-58		1960		Ed Purkiss		Norths		South Grafton				Breakaway

		1974-76		1976		Ray Price		Parramatta		Parramatta				Breakaway		1

		1968-69		1970		Norman Reilly		Brothers(Qld)		???				Sec Row

		1971-73		1974		Geoff Richardson		Townsville (Qld)		???		Fly Half				1

		1982-84		1984		Chris Roche								Breakaway		1		1

		1966		1967		George Ruebner		Randwick		Balmain		Wing

		1975-76		1977		John Ryan		Gordon		Penrith		Wing

		1957-58		1959		Kevin Ryan		Brothers(Qld)		St George				Sec Row

		1985-87		1990		Brian Smith		Wests (Qld)		Easts		Half Back						1

		1966-69		1969		Phil Smith		Randwick		Souths		Centre

		1973-74		1974		Owen Stephens		St George		Parramatta		Wing

		1987		1988		Ricky Stuart		Randwick		Canberra		Half Back						1

		1971-74		1975		Peter Sullivan		Gordon		St George				SecRow

		1957-59		1959		Arthur Summons		Gordon		Western Suburbs		Fly Half				1

		1961-62		1963		Dick Thornett		Randwick		Parramatta				Sec Row		1

		1949		1950		Bevan Wilson		Gordon		Workington (UK)				Prop

		1975-78		1979		Ken Wright		Randwick		Easts		Fly Half						1

																15		13
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A to Z

								Data base of RU players switched to RL

		Year a Wallaby		Year to switch				Union Club from		League Club to		Position played  Back		Forward		Dual I'National		Schoolboy International

		1947-49		1949		Trevor Allen		Gordon		Leigh (UK)		Centre

		1967-69		1970		John Ballesty		Eastwood		Easts		Fly Half

		1975-76		1976		John Berne		Randwick		South Sydney		Centre

		1965-69		1970		John Brass		Randwick		Easts		Centre				1

		1988		1990		Brad Burke		Randwick		Easts		Half Back

		1984-87		1992		Matt Burke		Easts		Balmain		Centre

		1973-74		1975		David Burnett		Gordon		Manly		Centre

		1960-61		1962		Michael Cleary		Randwick		South Sydney		Wing				1

		1966-68		1969		Alan Cardy		Drummoyne		Easts		Wing

		1968-74		1974		John Cole		Randwick		Easts		Centre

		1986-88		1989		Michael Cook		Uni (Qld)		???		Centre						1

		1981-82		1982		Mitchell Cox		Manly		North Sydney		Fly Half

		1980-81		1981		Tony D'Arcy		Brothers(Qld)		Penrith				Prop				1

		1958-59		1960		Peter Dunn		Manly		???				Prop

		1947-49		1952		Neville Emery		Sydney Uni		Whitehaven (UK)		Fly Half

		1971-74		1974		Russell Fairfax		Randwick		Easts		Full Back				1		1

		1988		1988		Scott Gourlay		Eastwood		St George				Sec Row

		1988		1988		James Grant		Orange (NSW)		Balmain		Centre

		1964		1967		David Grimmond		Queanbeyan		???		Wing

		1964-67		1967		Phil Hawthorn		Randwick		St George		Fly Half				1

		1990-91		1992		Anthony Herbert		Brothers(Qld)				Centre						1

		1976-77		1977		Jim Hindmarsh		Easts		Penrith		Centre

		1964		1965		Robert Honan		Brothers(Qld)		South Sydney		Centre				1

		1963		1963		Peter Jones		Randwick		Balmain		Centre

		1994		1995		Peter Jorgensen		Randwick		Easts		Wing

		1987		1987		Darren Junee		Eastwood		Easts		Wing						1

		1947-48		1948		Ken Kearney		Parramatta		Leeds (UK)				Hooker		1

		1969-71		1972		Stephen Knight		Manly		???		Centre				1

		1986-88		1989		Andrew Leeds		Parramatta		Wests		Full Back

		1987-88		1989		Steve Lidbury		Warringah		Manly				Sec Row

		1961		1962		Jim Lisle		Drummoyne		South Sydney		Centre

		1958		1959		Don Lowth		GPS (Qld)		North Sydney				Breakaway

		1946-48		1948		Bob McMaster		Brothers(Qld)		Leeds (UK)				Prop

		1978-79		1980		Tony Melrose		Parramatta		Parramatta		Fly Half				1		1

		1969		1970		Peter Moore		Souths (Qld)		???		Wing

		1992-93		1994		Garrick Morgan		Souths (Qld)		Sth Qld Crushers				Sec Row				1

		1949-51		1951		Rex Mossop		Manly		Manly				Prop		1

		1980-82		1982		Michael O'Connor		Teachers (Qld)		Manly		Wing				1		1

		1985-87		1988		Brett Papworth		Eastwood		Easts		Fly Half						1

		1957-58		1960		Ed Purkiss		Norths		South Grafton				Breakaway

		1974-76		1976		Ray Price		Parramatta		Parramatta				Breakaway		1

		1968-69		1970		Norman Reilly		Brothers(Qld)		???				Sec Row

		1971-73		1974		Geoff Richardson		Townsville (Qld)		???		Fly Half				1

		1982-84		1984		Chris Roche								Breakaway		1		1

		1966		1967		George Ruebner		Randwick		Balmain		Wing

		1975-76		1977		John Ryan		Gordon		Penrith		Wing

		1957-58		1959		Kevin Ryan		Brothers(Qld)		St George				Sec Row

		1985-87		1990		Brian Smith		Wests (Qld)		Easts		Half Back						1

		1966-69		1969		Phil Smith		Randwick		Souths		Centre

		1973-74		1974		Owen Stephens		St George		Parramatta		Wing

		1987		1988		Ricky Stuart		Randwick		Canberra		Half Back						1

		1971-74		1975		Peter Sullivan		Gordon		St George				SecRow

		1957-59		1959		Arthur Summons		Gordon		Western Suburbs		Fly Half				1

		1961-62		1963		Dick Thornett		Randwick		Parramatta				Sec Row		1

		1949		1950		Bevan Wilson		Gordon		Workington (UK)				Prop

		1975-78		1979		Ken Wright		Randwick		Easts		Fly Half						1
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WinLoss cf Switches

		Win/Loss record and Switch numbers

				Win/Loss as a percentage of all Tests played		Switch % of total

		1946-49		43		6

		1950-54		27		6

		1955-59		16		6

		1960-64		35		12

		1965-69		25		10

		1970-74		24		18

		1975-79		58		14

		1980-84		59		8

		1985-90		63		14

		1990-94		79		10
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A to Z

								Data base of RU players switched to RL

		Year a Wallaby		Year to switch				Union Club from		League Club to		Position played  Back		Forward		Dual I'National		Schoolboy International

		1947-49		1949		Trevor Allen		Gordon		Leigh (UK)		Centre

		1967-69		1970		John Ballesty		Eastwood		Easts		Fly Half

		1975-76		1976		John Berne		Randwick		South Sydney		Centre

		1965-69		1970		John Brass		Randwick		Easts		Centre				1

		1988		1990		Brad Burke		Randwick		Easts		Half Back

		1984-87		1992		Matt Burke		Easts		Balmain		Centre

		1973-74		1975		David Burnett		Gordon		Manly		Centre

		1960-61		1962		Michael Cleary		Randwick		South Sydney		Wing				1

		1966-68		1969		Alan Cardy		Drummoyne		Easts		Wing

		1968-74		1974		John Cole		Randwick		Easts		Centre

		1986-88		1989		Michael Cook		Uni (Qld)		???		Centre						1

		1981-82		1982		Mitchell Cox		Manly		North Sydney		Fly Half

		1980-81		1981		Tony D'Arcy		Brothers(Qld)		Penrith				Prop				1

		1958-59		1960		Peter Dunn		Manly		???				Prop

		1947-49		1952		Neville Emery		Sydney Uni		Whitehaven (UK)		Fly Half

		1971-74		1974		Russell Fairfax		Randwick		Easts		Full Back				1		1

		1988		1988		Scott Gourlay		Eastwood		St George				Sec Row

		1988		1988		James Grant		Orange (NSW)		Balmain		Centre

		1964		1967		David Grimmond		Queanbeyan		???		Wing

		1964-67		1967		Phil Hawthorn		Randwick		St George		Fly Half				1

		1990-91		1992		Anthony Herbert		Brothers(Qld)				Centre						1

		1976-77		1977		Jim Hindmarsh		Easts		Penrith		Centre

		1964		1965		Robert Honan		Brothers(Qld)		South Sydney		Centre				1

		1963		1963		Peter Jones		Randwick		Balmain		Centre

		1994		1995		Peter Jorgensen		Randwick		Easts		Wing

		1987		1987		Darren Junee		Eastwood		Easts		Wing						1

		1947-48		1948		Ken Kearney		Parramatta		Leeds (UK)				Hooker		1

		1969-71		1972		Stephen Knight		Manly		???		Centre				1

		1986-88		1989		Andrew Leeds		Parramatta		Wests		Full Back

		1987-88		1989		Steve Lidbury		Warringah		Manly				Sec Row

		1961		1962		Jim Lisle		Drummoyne		South Sydney		Centre

		1958		1959		Don Lowth		GPS (Qld)		North Sydney				Breakaway

		1946-48		1948		Bob McMaster		Brothers(Qld)		Leeds (UK)				Prop

		1978-79		1980		Tony Melrose		Parramatta		Parramatta		Fly Half				1		1

		1969		1970		Peter Moore		Souths (Qld)		???		Wing

		1992-93		1994		Garrick Morgan		Souths (Qld)		Sth Qld Crushers				Sec Row				1

		1949-51		1951		Rex Mossop		Manly		Manly				Prop		1

		1980-82		1982		Michael O'Connor		Teachers (Qld)		Manly		Wing				1		1

		1985-87		1988		Brett Papworth		Eastwood		Easts		Fly Half						1

		1957-58		1960		Ed Purkiss		Norths		South Grafton				Breakaway

		1974-76		1976		Ray Price		Parramatta		Parramatta				Breakaway		1

		1968-69		1970		Norman Reilly		Brothers(Qld)		???				Sec Row

		1971-73		1974		Geoff Richardson		Townsville (Qld)		???		Fly Half				1

		1982-84		1984		Chris Roche								Breakaway		1		1

		1966		1967		George Ruebner		Randwick		Balmain		Wing

		1975-76		1977		John Ryan		Gordon		Penrith		Wing

		1957-58		1959		Kevin Ryan		Brothers(Qld)		St George				Sec Row

		1985-87		1990		Brian Smith		Wests (Qld)		Easts		Half Back						1

		1966-69		1969		Phil Smith		Randwick		Souths		Centre

		1973-74		1974		Owen Stephens		St George		Parramatta		Wing

		1987		1988		Ricky Stuart		Randwick		Canberra		Half Back						1

		1971-74		1975		Peter Sullivan		Gordon		St George				SecRow

		1957-59		1959		Arthur Summons		Gordon		Western Suburbs		Fly Half				1

		1961-62		1963		Dick Thornett		Randwick		Parramatta				Sec Row		1

		1949		1950		Bevan Wilson		Gordon		Workington (UK)				Prop

		1975-78		1979		Ken Wright		Randwick		Easts		Fly Half						1

																15		13





Positions

		

		Positions played by players who switched

		Centre		14

		Fly Half		10

		Wing		11

		Sec Row		7

		Prop		5

		Breakaway		3

		Full Back		2

		Half Back		3

		Hooker		1
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By era

		

		Switches by 5 year era

		1946-49		3

		1950-54		3

		1955-59		3

		1960-64		6

		1965-69		5

		1970-74		9

		1975-79		7

		1980-84		4

		1985-89		7

		1990-now		5
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WinLoss cf Switches

		Win/Loss record and Switch numbers

				Win/Loss as a percentage of all Tests played		Switch % of total

		1946-49		43		6
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